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INSTRUCTIONS APPLY

FPOM:  HENRY A. KISSINGER

{. OIR NEW YORX FRIENDS HAVE CALLED TO SAY THEY HAVE AN IMPORTANT
MESSAGE WHICH THEY WANT TO DELIVER TO ME PERSONALLY. I AM PICKIMNC
IT 1P LATE TONIGHT OUR TIME, I WILL WANT TO GET IT TO YOU IF IT
REARS ON YOUR EFFORTS THERE, AND YO SHOULD WMAKE ARPANGEMENTS TO
BE SIURE THAT IF WE SEND IT. IT CAN BE DELIVERED TO YOU VHEPEVER
YOI MAY BE.
©. THE YORE I HAVE TMOUGHT ABOUT IT, THE MORE COMVINGED I AM
THAT WE SHOULD NOT SURFACE THE IDEA OF A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
BY CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, IT IS SIMPLY TOO CONFUSING A SUBJECT TO
PATSE NOW, INDEED, I DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD SURFACE IT AT ALL,
THF NORTH VIETNAMESE MUST DECIDE WHETHER THEY WANT a PPESIDENTIAL
ELECTION. IF SO,:IT MUST BE BY POPULAR VOTE. IF THEY WILL NOT
ACCEPT iA POPULAR VOTE THEN THEY MUST GO THE ROUTE OF A GONSTITIENT
ASSEMBLY TO DRAFT A NEY CONSTITUTION.
3. 1 AM OF DIVIDED MIND WHETHER THE GONSTITUTION SHOULD BE DRAFTED
BY CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF BY COMMITTEE. THE COMMITTE ROUTE HAS
THE ADVANTAGE OF THE UNANIMITY RULE. ON THE OTHER HAND. THE
CONSTITIENT ASSEMBLY MAY NEVER AT ALL AND, IF IT DOES, IT IS
LIXELY TO BE DOMINATED BY GVN SUPPORTERS. ON THIS QUESTION, VE VILL

DO EXACTLY WHAT THIEU PERFERS. -
A, YOU SHOULD MAKE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR TO THIEU THAT ANY SOLUTION
WHICH DOES NOT GUARANTEE THE YEEPING OF A NON-COMMUNIST STRUCTIRE
INTACT IN SAIGON IS TOTALLY INACCEPTABLE TO US, THE MORE I THINK
OF IT, THE LESS I LIKE THE IDEA OF HIS RESIGNING. I HAVE GOT THE
PPESIDENT ABOARD ON THIS. I HAVE ALREADY TOLD GROMYXG THAT IN THE
FRAMENMORY OF THE PRESENT NORTH VIETNAMESE PROPOSALS A THIEY
PESICNATION IS UNACCEPTABLE. HE DID NOT BRIDLE. YOU ARE FREE TO
ISE THIS
5. 1 WOULD NOT PLAN ON SUPFACING WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AT
ONE TIME THE FULL PACKAGE WHICH YOU ARE NOW DISCUSSING. FOR
EXAMPLE, I WOULD NOT SURFACE THE PROVINCIAL AND MUNICIPAL SUB-
COMMITTEES IN THE FIRST GO-ROUND.
§. IN SHORT, I THINK THE BEST SOLUTION IS TO STAY ESSENTIALLY
WITH THE FIRST PROPOSAL WHICH YOU HAVE LAID OUT -- THE CONSTITUENT
ASSEMBLY YITHOUT. RESIGNATION AND WITH THE POSSIBLE INCLUSION OF
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BY POPULAR VOTE.
7. THE SOVIETS PROMISED THEIR HELP, AND I AM ALMOST INCLINED TO
BELIEVE THEM,
8, CONCERNING YOUR DEPARTURE TIME (HAIGTO 809), YOI DO NOT NEED
TO PRESS FOR EARLY TAXE-OFF, WAKE WHATEVER ARRANGEWENTS ARE BEST
FOR YOU VHICH WILL ASSURE YOU ARE BACK BY OPENING OF BUSINESS
THIRSDAY.
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